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U.S. President Barack Obama and Afghan President Hamid Karzai, accompanied by 
senior-level delegations, convened wide-ranging discussions on May 11–12, 2010, aimed at 
deepening cooperation on the shared and mutual priorities of the United States and 
Afghanistan. These discussions on governance, security, economic and social development, and 
regional issues built on past sessions of the United States-Afghanistan Strategic Dialogue. 

President Obama and President Karzai reaffirmed their growing cooperation and their 
commitment to the solid, broad, and enduring strategic partnership between the governments 
and peoples of the United States and Afghanistan. This partnership is based on shared interests 
and objectives, as well as mutual respect. The two sides declared that a sovereign, stable, 
secure, peaceful, and economically viable Afghanistan that has friendly relations with all its 
neighbors and countries in the region is vital to regional stability and global security. 

Securing Afghanistan's Future 

President Obama recognized the courage and determination of the Afghan people to resist 
violent extremists and to ensure that their country does not once again become a safe haven for 
terrorists, including al-Qaeda. President Karzai expressed deep appreciation for the vital 
support of the 46 troop-contributing countries to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization's 
(NATO's) International Security Assistance Force, including ongoing stabilization efforts. He 
paid special tribute to the American men and women who have made the ultimate sacrifice 
alongside Afghan and international forces to secure a better future for the Afghan people. 
Additionally, both countries expressed regret over the tragic loss of civilian lives and committed 
to redouble efforts to prevent civilian casualties. 

President Obama and President Karzai recognized the Afghan Government's deep resolve 
to assume increasing responsibility for security. They welcomed NATO's intent, endorsed by 
foreign ministers in Tallinn on April 22–23, to develop with Afghanistan a joint security 
transition framework that can be announced later this summer. Additionally, President Karzai 
noted his determination to see the Afghan National Security Forces conduct the majority of 
operations in the remaining insecure areas of Afghanistan and to take full responsibility for 
Afghanistan's physical security.  

The Presidents further recognized that developing the Afghan National Security Forces' 
capabilities is necessary to facilitate implementation of an orderly, conditions-based security 
transition process. Towards that end, the Afghan Government welcomed the United States' 
pledge of continued support to train, equip, and sustain the Afghan National Security Forces, 
so they can increasingly take the lead in securing and defending their country against internal 
and external threats. President Karzai joined President Obama in reiterating the need for 
continued international military assistance to train and equip the Afghan National Security 
Forces.  

Additionally, the United States reaffirmed its commitment to transitioning responsibility 
for detention facilities to the Afghan Government. This process will begin at the Parwan 
detention facility in January 2011. Both Presidents recognized that a successful transition will 
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be an important milestone toward achieving President Karzai's inaugural pledge of having the 
Afghan Government assume full responsibility over detention operations. As part of this 
transition process, President Karzai welcomed continued U.S. assistance to build a safe, secure, 
and humane corrections system. Underscoring the United States' respect for Afghanistan's 
sovereignty, President Obama also emphasized his strong desire to see all search, arrest, and 
detention operations be carried out by the Afghan National Security Forces. He and President 
Karzai directed their senior defense advisors to accelerate and further clarify the timeline for 
the transition process, and also to consider additional steps to address this Afghan Government 
priority. 

President Obama and President Karzai recognized the importance of Afghan-led peace 
and reconciliation efforts. Towards that end, the United States pledged its support for 
Afghanistan's reintegration and reconciliation processes, which allow an honorable place in 
society to those who cut ties with al-Qaeda, cease violence against the Afghan state, and accept 
the Afghan Constitution, including its protections of human rights and women's equality. The 
United States also welcomed planning towards the Consultative Peace Jirga and expressed 
support for an inclusive process that includes broad representation from across all of Afghan 
society—both men and women—and takes into account their concerns and priorities. 

Strengthening Governance and Expanding Economic Opportunity 

The United States reiterated its commitment to helping ensure that the Afghan 
Government is able to meet the needs of its people through developing its own institutions and 
resources. President Karzai expressed deep appreciation for the United States' long-term 
civilian commitment to supporting the Afghan people. President Obama pledged continued 
reconstruction and economic assistance, and he commended Afghanistan's commitment to 
develop a plan for more effective and accountable civilian government institutions at the 
national and sub-national levels. He emphasized the joint efforts by both governments to build 
Afghan Government capacity and pledged continued technical assistance to improve the 
accountability, professionalism, financial management, and oversight capacity of key Afghan 
ministries and institutions so that they can assume greater responsibility for Afghanistan's 
economic development. In this regard, the United States supports the Afghan Government's 
intention to launch a number of key infrastructure projects, which are vital for sustainable 
economic growth and private sector development. Both Presidents also reaffirmed the need for 
continued progress toward the United States goal of directing at least 50 percent of U.S. 
assistance through the Afghan Government and for additional mechanisms to enhance 
coordination of U.S. assistance not yet flowing through the Afghan Government. Additionally, 
the United States pledged to expand efforts to hire local staff and procure an increasing 
percentage of supplies from Afghan sources. 

Countering Corruption and Enhancing Accountability 

Both countries recognized that fighting against corruption emanating from any source in 
Afghanistan remains a top priority. President Obama noted his commitment to improving 
oversight of all U.S. government contracting procedures. President Karzai reaffirmed his 
inaugural pledge to bring to justice those involved in corrupt activities. Towards that end, the 
two countries resolved to work jointly to improve accountability in Afghanistan by 
strengthening key judicial and oversight mechanisms. The United States pledged technical and 
financial assistance to support President Karzai's efforts to strengthen the powers and 
authorities of the Major Crimes Task Force and the High Office of Oversight. President Karzai 
underscored the important roles of the Independent Directorate for Local Governance and 
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Civil Service Commission in appointing competent sub-national officials. He also recognized 
efforts to expedite reforms aimed at improving and expanding access to the formal justice 
sector by increasing capacity and reducing corruption in state justice institutions. 

Sustaining Afghanistan's Democratic Progress 

President Obama welcomed recent steps and commitments undertaken by the Afghan 
Government to strengthen Afghanistan's electoral institutions. He and President Karzai 
recognized the importance of holding transparent and credible Parliamentary elections in 
2010. The United States welcomed the leadership of the United Nations Assistance Mission in 
Afghanistan in coordinating international assistance in support of the further strengthening of 
Afghanistan's electoral process. It pledged additional technical and financial support to 
Afghanistan's democratic institutions. 

President Karzai and President Obama reiterated the need to respect and defend 
fundamental human and civil rights set out in the Afghan Constitution, the United Nations 
Charter, and international agreements and conventions to which Afghanistan is a party. 
Towards that end, they underscored the importance of empowering Afghan men and women 
from all backgrounds to contribute peacefully to the development of Afghanistan. Recognizing 
that Afghanistan cannot prosper if half of its citizens cannot contribute fully, President Karzai 
and President Obama stressed the vital role Afghan women play in rebuilding their society and 
decided that additional measures must be taken to safeguard their rights. The two leaders 
reaffirmed that women's empowerment and civic participation are critical to Afghanistan's 
economic stability, security, good governance, and development. 

Role of Regional Cooperation and the International Community 

President Obama joined President Karzai in calling on the international community to 
sustain its long-term support for Afghanistan. Both Presidents stressed the importance of a 
robust and effective United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan, and pledged to 
cooperate with UN-led efforts to coordinate the efforts of international donors.  

Towards that end, President Obama announced that Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton is to head the U.S. delegation to the Kabul Conference, to be hosted by the Afghan 
Government on July 20. He reiterated that the U.S. delegation looks forward to joining other 
international donors in discussing and supporting the Afghan Government's concrete 
implementation plans for accelerating efforts to build its capacity to provide its citizens with 
economic opportunity, security, and good governance, as committed to at the London 
Conference in January 2010.  

President Obama and President Karzai underscored the importance of regional 
cooperation in promoting regional security and in combating illicit financial, criminal, and 
terrorist networks.  Both Presidents also acknowledged the important support of Afghanistan's 
neighbors in facilitating trade and transit in the region, including for supplies needed for the 
stabilization and further development of Afghanistan. 

A Forward-Looking, Long-Term Partnership  

The United States and Afghanistan committed to a series of intensive, senior-level 
bilateral discussions to conclude with the signing of a strengthened U.S.-Afghanistan Strategic 
Partnership Declaration in 2010, building on the U.S.-Afghanistan Strategic Partnership 
Declaration of 2005. Both Presidents concurred that these discussions would constitute a 
reinvigorated U.S.-Afghanistan Strategic Dialogue and focus on themes critical to our long-

3 



term relationship and enduring commitment, including: sovereignty, security, democratic 
development and institution building, economic and social development, and regional issues. 
The strengthened Strategic Partnership Declaration is expected to: reiterate the United States' 
and Afghanistan's shared vision and commitment to Afghanistan's future; clarify how 
Afghanistan plans to increasingly take on responsibility for its own security, justice, and 
development; and articulate how the United States plans to work with Afghanistan to enhance 
its ability to contribute to regional stability and prosperity. 

NOTE: An original was not available for verification of the content of this joint statement. 
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